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written by Biron and containing ample proof of his
treason.

Henry, alarmed at the extent of the conspiracy,
wrote to Biron, that what he had heard from La Fin
had entirely satisfied him, and begged him to come
to court; while he himself hurried into the western
provinces, where he feared the discontent of the
towns and peasantry and the influence among the
Huguenots of the Dukes of Thouars and Bouillon,
He reassured the Protestants, contradicted the
malicious reports about new imposts and the exten-
sion of the salt tax and received protestations of
loyalty, which it was politic to believe, from Mont-
morency and fipernon. The latter he brought back
with him to Fontainebleau, and he once more sum-
moned Biron. If he obeyed and came, he would
not believe a word of the charges against him. Con-
scious of guilt the Marshal would gladly have stayed
away; but Sully had stripped the fortresses of
Burgundy of their guns, on the pretext of replacing
them with better artillery; 6,000 Swiss and French
troops commanded by loyal officers were quartered
in the province and in the neighbouring districts; as
many more were on the march. Montmorency and
Epernon had drawn back. The Huguenots would
not listen to Bouillon ; Spain, averse to active inter-
ference in France, would certainly not come to his
assistance. The short campaign of 1600 had in-
spired the Duke of Savoy with a prudent dread of
French arms. Biron had no choice but to obey or
to fly the country, a powerless and dishonoured
exile. He therefore determined to go to Fontaine-